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Parsha Zone 

Matot-Massei 

Have you ever promised to do something and not kept 

your promise? In this weeks' Parshah, the Torah tells us 

to be very careful about making promises so that we don’t 

accidentally break them. Instead of making a promise, 

one should say “I hope I can . . .” 

We also see a war this week. The Jewish people 

fought and won the war against the nation of Midian. 

The Jewish people were about to enter Israel to 

conquer it when 2 tribes, Reuben and Gad, decided that 

they would like to be given East of Jordon as their land. 

They wanted the land as it was very green and grassy and 

had a lot of food for their animals. Moshe was first angry; 

“Why do they not want the precious land of Israel?! They 

want this land instead?!” But then he calmed down and 

said; “You can have this land, but first you need to help 

all of use fight and conquer the land!” Gad and Reuben 

agreed and they were at the front of the army when 

fighting. 

We look through all the journeys and places the 

Jewish people stayed at in the desert. They did 42 

journeys!!
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